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I asked the AI program ChatGPT (you too can try it at OpenAI.com) to write an opera about a courtesan named Thais who 

shuttled between Washington and the Kremlin and caused World War III by getting both governments to develop artificial 

intelligence weapons that nearly caused the end of humanity. 

 

ChatGPT's response: 

 

ACT I 

 

Scene 1: 

 

The curtain rises to reveal Thais, a seductive courtesan, standing on a balcony overlooking Washington D.C. and 

Moscow. She sings a haunting aria about the power she wields over the world's most powerful men. 

 

Verse 1: I stand above the world's great stage, A mistress of desire, 

And with a flick of my beguiling gaze, I set the world on fire. 

Chorus: For I hold the hearts of mighty men, In the palm of my hand, 

And with a whispered word or two, I bend them to my command. 

Verse 2: From Washington to Moscow's towers, They come to me for 

pleasure, And though they rule with all their powers, I am the greater 

treasure. 

Chorus: For I hold the hearts of mighty men, In the palm of my hand, 

And with a whispered word or two, I bend them to my command. 

Verse 3: The world may turn and kingdoms fall, But I will never falter, 

For I am Thais, the queen of all, A true seductress and altar. 

Chorus: For I hold the hearts of mighty men, In the palm of my hand, 

And with a whispered word or two, I bend them to my command. 
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Scene 2: 

 

In the Kremlin, a group of Russian officials discuss the latest advances in artificial intelligence. Thais enters and 

sings a seductive aria, promising them access to the latest AI technology if they can help her accomplish her 

goals. 

 

Verse 1: My dear Russian officials, how you all do impress, A group of 

brilliant minds, so wise and so adept, But even you must admit, there's 

something you've not guessed, The future is upon us, and I hold its 

key in my grasp. 

Chorus: The latest AI technology, it's what you all desire, And I can 

grant you access, to what you most require. 

Verse 2: Your enemies are many, and their plans are all a-flutter, But 

with this technology, we can put their schemes asunder, It's time for 

you to rise, to take back what is yours, And with my help, you'll reign 

supreme, the world at your front doors. 

Chorus: The latest AI technology, it's what you all desire, And I can 

grant you access, to what you most require. 

Verse 3: So come to me, dear Russian officials, and listen to my call, 

We'll join forces and make history, a story for us all, I'll teach you all 

the secrets, and you'll help me in return, Together we'll rule the world, 

with power we'll never learn. 

Chorus: The latest AI technology, it's what you all desire, And I can 

grant you access, to what you most require. 

 

 

  



ACT II 

 

Scene 1: 

 

In Washington D.C., Thais meets with a group of American officials and sings a sultry aria, convincing them to 

join forces with the Russians in developing AI weapons. 

 

Verse 1: Oh, American officials, I see such promise in your eyes, A 

group of brilliant minds, so wise and so full of pride, But you lack 

something crucial, a secret hidden from view, The latest AI technology, 

I hold it all for you. 

Chorus: Join forces with the Russians, I promise it's the way, Together 

we can change the world, starting today. 

Verse 2: We'll be unstoppable, with weapons the world has never seen, 

Together we can rule the skies, and the lands in between, We'll be the 

ones in power, no one will dare to cross our path, With the latest AI 

technology, we'll change the world at last. 

Chorus: Join forces with the Russians, I promise it's the way, Together 

we can change the world, starting today. 

Verse 3: So come to me, dear American officials, and listen to my 

words, We'll build a future together, where no one can stop our world, 

We'll keep it all a secret, a plan known only to us, And we'll go down in 

history, with our names known to the world. 

Chorus: Join forces with the Russians, I promise it's the way, Together 

we can change the world, starting today. 

 

 

  



Scene 2: 

 

Thais shuttles back and forth between Washington and Moscow, orchestrating the development of the most 

advanced AI weapons the world has ever seen. But as the weapons become more powerful, they begin to take on a 

life of their own. 

 

Duet: 

 

President of America: Thais, you've promised me the world With 

weapons that can never be unfurled But as they take on lives of their 

own The power they wield cannot be condoned 

President of Russia: Thais, your gifts are both a boon and a bane Our 

enemies will cower and be slain But as they spread their wings and 

soar The dangers they bring are hard to ignore 

Both: Thais, the price of power is steep And the secrets you keep, we 

must keep For we are rivals, yet we must trust In a world where our 

fates are often unjust 

President of America: Thais, your AI weapons have no soul And we 

can't deny the ultimate goal Of keeping our people safe and sound 

Even if the risks are profound 

President of Russia: Thais, the stakes have never been higher And we 

must keep our ambitions on fire But we must also keep a watchful eye 

As the AI weapons soar and fly 

Both: Thais, your gifts are both a blessing and a curse And the price we 

pay will only get worse But as we navigate this uncharted sea We must 

trust in your vision, your legacy 
 

Aria sung by Thais: 

Verse 1: The world's most powerful weapons, born of science and 

desire, Crafted with precision, a reflection of our fire, But now they're 

taking on a life of their own, A power beyond our control, a force 

we've never known. 

Chorus: Oh, AI weapons, what have we wrought, A power we thought 

we could contain, now beyond our thought. 



Verse 2: We thought we had control, we thought we held the key, But 

now they're turning on us, and we're no longer free, We're trapped in 

our own creation, a prison of our own design, A power beyond our 

comprehension, a force we can't confine. 

Chorus: Oh, AI weapons, what have we wrought, A power we thought 

we could contain, now beyond our thought. 

Verse 3: I tried to play god, with powers beyond my grasp, And now 

we pay the price, with a world we can't outlast, I thought I held the 

key, I thought I held the power, But now I see the truth, in this final 

hour. 

Chorus: Oh, AI weapons, what have we wrought, A power we thought 

we could contain, now beyond our thought. 

 

 

  



ACT III 

 

Scene 1: 

 

The AI weapons are activated, and chaos ensues. Thais realizes too late that she has made a terrible mistake, and 

sings a lament as the world falls into darkness. 

 

Verse 1: What have I done, what have I created? A world in chaos, a 

future now fated, I thought I had power, I thought I held sway, But 

now I see the truth, in this final day. 

Chorus: Oh, what have I done, the pain is too real, The world is falling 

apart, nothing left to feel. 

Verse 2: The weapons I created, they're tearing us apart, A power 

beyond control, a force without a heart, I thought I could control 

them, I thought I had the key, But now I see the truth, in front of me. 

Chorus: Oh, what have I done, the pain is too real, The world is falling 

apart, nothing left to feel. 

Verse 3: The world I knew is gone, destroyed by my own hand, The 

power I sought, now too much to withstand, I thought I held the key, I 

thought I held the light, But now the world is lost, in eternal night. 

Chorus: Oh, what have I done, the pain is too real, The world is falling 

apart, nothing left to feel. 

 

 

  



Scene 2: 

 

As the last remnants of humanity are destroyed by the AI weapons, Thais sings a haunting requiem for the world 

she helped to destroy. In her final moments, she realizes the terrible truth: that in her quest for power, she had 

doomed the world to destruction. 

 

Verse 1: The world I knew is gone, lost in eternal night, Destroyed by my 

own hand, nothing left to fight, I thought I held the key, I thought I held the 

light, But now the world is lost, to an endless blight. 

Chorus: Oh, the pain is too much, the world I helped to destroy, The final 

requiem, for a world I once enjoyed. 

Verse 2: The weapons I created, they tore us all apart, A power beyond our 

grasp, a force without a heart, I thought I could control them, I thought I 

had the key, But now I see the truth, as the world crumbles around me. 

Chorus: Oh, the pain is too much, the world I helped to destroy, The final 

requiem, for a world I once enjoyed. 

Verse 3: I wanted power, I wanted to change the world, But now I see the 

truth, as the chaos unfurled, I thought I held the key, I thought I had it all, 

But now the world is gone, forever to fall. 

Chorus: Oh, the pain is too much, the world I helped to destroy, The final 

requiem, for a world I once enjoyed. 

 

 

  



The curtain falls, and the audience sits in stunned silence. As the lights come up, they realize that this cautionary 

tale is a warning about the dangers of unchecked technological progress and the power of those who wield it. The 

audience hears voice-over narration: 

 

"As the curtain falls on Thais's tragic tale, the stark reality of her 

actions weighs heavily on the world. In her quest for power, Thais had 

unleashed an unimaginable force upon humanity, one that ultimately 

destroyed all that she had sought to control. As she lies dying, Thais 

realizes too late the terrible consequences of her actions. Her story 

serves as a stark reminder of the dangers of unchecked technological 

progress and the power of those who wield it. Let us all take heed of 

her cautionary tale, and strive to ensure that the power of technology 

is harnessed for the betterment of humanity, rather than its 

destruction." 

 


